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a steamship or land vehicle,, limitation of weight is the essence of life and success. If you cannot build within the predetermined weights perhaps you would do better not to build at all; for then you will escape much trouble and disappointment.
Probably it is possible to find mechanics and constructors who can take a rational engineering plan and carry it out pretty close to the schedule of weight and cost, but I have never been fortunate enough to find one. When the work is finished, it is invariably found that weights have overrun, and cost has greatly exceeded estimates. In both particulars one learns to allow a fail-margin, but even a liberal margin does not seem to assure protection against having good plans marred or spoiled by faulty execution.
From an airship voyage over the Arctic Ocean in August, 1909, to a steamship race up the White Nile almost to the equator in March, 1910, was a rather quick transition, a pretty far cry.
After the plan of our transocean voyage had been agreed upon, and the actual work started, it was necessary for me to go up the Nile to meet ex-President Roosevelt. In the course of that journalistic assignment it became a part of my duty to hire a special steamer and race rival newspaper men several hundred miles above